The patient is a 50-year-old male Jehovah's Witness, with spina bifida, who recently underwent spinal fusion surgery. His postoperative course was complicated by a wound infection, which required in-hospital management and eventual surgical debridement with hardware replacement. It was during this admission that a past medical history of lower extremity deep vein thrombosis with subsequent filter placement in 1980 was elicited. However, no formal documentation of this event was available at that time. Additional medical problems included chronic renal failure and hypertension. Computed axial tomography (CAT) of the abdomen, performed to rule out obstructive causes for the worsening of his renal failure, serendipitously revealed the 'ectopic' location of his vena caval filter (Panel A, arrow). A scout view on CAT showed another view of the location of the filter (Panel B, arrow). Also visible is the hardware placed during his multiple spinal surgeries.
